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  THE EVENT THAT BONDED THE MASHADI COMMUNITY FOREVER 

THE ALLAHDADI INCIDENT

The year was 1740, when the Persian King Nader declared the city 

of Mashad in the north- eastern region of Iran as the capital of his 

empire, and decided to move the scholars, artisans, as well as  selected  

businessmen of the country to that city in order to further develop his 

capital.  He had heard about a small community of about 40 Jewish 

families, residing mainly in the city of  Ghasvin  located in the center 

of the nation, who had  the highest reputation for trustworthiness, so 

he ordered them to  moved to his capital and take charge of managing 

and safeguarding his enormous treasury.  These 40 families were 

destined to become the foundation of a much larger community, 

called the “Anuseh Mashad”, in the years to come.

By 1747 the last year of King Nader’s life, this community began to 

arrive in Mashad, but with the assassination of the king and fall of 

the regime, they lost their financial support, and were forced to settle 

in a down-scale neighborhood of this extreme Islamic  city, called 

Eidgah.

For the next 100 years this Mashadi Jewish community was forced to 

live under constant threat from the Moslems and in the most difficult 

conditions.  Jewish prayer services and kosher slaughters were 

conducted secretly, and life among the extremely prejudiced and cruel 

Moslems was as hard and bitter as it could be.  Finally on the 12th 

of Nissan, 3 days before the holiday of Pesach (March 27, 1839), 



came the day that Mashad’s Moslem population’s hatred for the 

Jewish Community reached its highest point.  On that day, after 

having falsely accused the Jewish community of several crimes, 

they attacked the Jewish neighborhood.  On that bloody day, later 

to be known as “Allahdadi”, 32 members of our community (and 

by another count 36 people) were killed. Many were injured and 

synagogues, homes and businesses were destroyed and burned.  

Furthermore,  the 400 men of the Mashadi Jewish Community were 

ordered to convert to Islam or face an immediate death.  

The community leaders realizing the severity of the situation had 

no other choice but to allow them  (under the harshest threats) to 

verbally declare their acceptance of Islam, while everyone still 

secretly remained fully devoted and committed to the Jewish faith 

and traditions. Incredibly, the Mashadi community under the most 

intolerable pressures managed to secretly survive as Jews for 

over 100 years.  The biggest threat was, of course, intermarriage. 

Once seen as peers, the Moslem population often requested the 

hand of the Jewish girls.  Our ancestors, many times risking their 

lives, managed to handle the situation and avoided completely 

intermarrying into the Moslem population. They went as far as 

‘marrying’ their newborn baby to another Mashadi child in order to 

protect their future Jewish identity.

Today, Thank G-d, we are witnessing the fruits of their sacrifices. 

We are honoring our ancestors who even under the threat of death 

refused to abandon the laws of Torah and their Jewish tradition.

A MODEL OF EIDGAH ILLUSTRATING  THE WAY OF LIFE 

OF THE BRAVE MASHADI JEWS THROUGHOUT THAT 

HISTORIC ERA IS ON DISPLAY IN  SHAARE SHALOM 

SYNAGOGUE’S HALLWAY. 
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


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